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Abstract

A total of 448 liver transplantations have been performed for 390 patients in Denmark since
October1990.Denmark, a small country with a small population of more than 5 million, has participated
in the transplantation network, Scandiatransplant, composed of 5 Nordic nations maintaining mutual
organ donations. Due to a lack of cadaveric donors, living related liver transplantation has started
recently, especially for children. Cadaveric liver transplantation is being managed efficiently, not only
by physicians and surgeons but also by coordinators, nurses, anesthesiologists, and paramedics. The
number of staff members is much greater than in Japanese institutes. Paracetamol intoxication and
alcoholic liver cirrhosis represent general indications in an urgent and an elective transplantation,
respectively. T'wo surgeons from Jichi Medical School experienced 70 cadaveric cases that consisted of
11 urgent (4 paracetamol intoxication) and 59 elective (17 alcoholic liver cirrhosis) transplants. Thus,
there is a marked difference from the Japanese circumstance in the underlying diseases for liver
transplantation. Another surprising fact in Denmark is that all transplantations are covered by medical

insurance.
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