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Juvenile correction and adolescent medicine : analysis of disease
demographics among youth inmates at Tokyo Juvenile Classification
Home

Hirosato Shiokawa

Medical Officer, Tokyo Juvenile Classification Home, Tokyo, Japan

Abstract

The aim of this study was to report disease demographic data for inmate youths in a juvenile corrective institute. Medical
case records of 1651 youths (1240 males, 411 females; mean age, 17.8 years) who had consulted the medical office at Tokyo
Juvenile Classification Home were analyzed retrospectively. Thirty-six percent of youths had consulted for medical conditions
such as upper respiratory infection and bronchial asthma. Of the 329 youths who consulted for psychiatric or developmental
disorders, 14% had pervasive developmental disorder and 18% had attention deficit hyperactivity disorder. Medical practice in
juvenile correction institutes appears to require wide-ranging clinical knowledge of developmental-behavioral pediatrics and
“general” adolescent medicine.
(Key words : juvenile correction; adolescent medicine; developmental-behavioral pediatrics)
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