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A case of tongue cancer requiring psychiatric
therapy for schizophrenia

Koichi Matsumoto*, Hitoshi Osano*, Toshio Matsumura¥*,
Kazuhiko Iwata**, Tsubasa Okazaki**, Yoshio Okajima**,
Takaaki Abe**, Kaichiro Tanba***, Mikio Kusama*

Abstract

We present the experience of treatment of a patient with tongue cancer who required psychiatric
therapy for schizophrenic symptoms. The patient was a 34~year-old male who first visited our hospital
in November 2003, with the chief complaint of pain in the tongue. The histopathological diagnosis was
squamous cell carcinoma. He was admitted to a private room of the general ward in December 2003.
During the hospitalization, he was told of the diagnosis of cancer. He was notified of the cancer after
hospitalization. We presented him with options for therapeutic methods and allowed him to select the
treatment. After he was told that ultimately surgery would be necessary, two courses of chemotherapy
were administered. The tumor diminished in size and an induration remained only in its central region.
After informed consent had been obtained, we performed partial resection of the tongue under general
anesthesia. Postoperatively the tongue showed slight deformation but no movement disorder. Neither
dysarthria nor eating disorder was evident. Symptoms positive for schizophrenia were often noticed,
particularly around the time when the cancer was disclosed and during the immediate preoperative
period. He also showed symptoms of insomnia throughout the hospitalization period. All these symp-
toms were satisfactorily dealt with by administering increasing dosages of psychotropic drugs.

Nine months after the initial operation, postoperative metastasis was found in the submental lymph
nodes. Right neck dissection was performed and postoperative external irradiation was administered.
Postoperatively he has been in very good condition and has shown no recurrence.

(Key words : Schizophrenia, Oral cancer, Conservative operation)
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