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A case of primary mediastinal seminoma
with diagnostic difficulties
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Abstract

A 30-year-old man was informed of out an abnormal shadow on his chest X-ray during a
routine health check and was admitted to our hospital. A chest CT scan showed an anterior
mediastinal tumor, 3 X 2 cm in diameter on horizontal section. He had no complaint or symp-
tom. All of the tumor markers were within normal values. A CT guided biopsy was not
performed because of the anatomical difficulties. The tumor had Ga-67 accumulation on
scintigraphy. The thymic tissue with the tumor was resected. The tumor was diagnosed as pure
seminoma in the histological examination of the resected specimen. Because of the incomplete
resection, he received postoperative irradiation of 46 Gy, followed by two courses of cisplatin
-based chemotherapy. At eight months after surgery, he has no sign of recurrence. In the
diagnosis of a mediastinal tumor, the presence of a rapidly growing tumor in a young man with
Ga-67 accumulation on scintigraphy and no elevated tumor markers may suggest the possibility
of a pure seminoma.
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