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Examination of factors influencing inpatient unit price and inpatient
earnings evaluated from the perspective of medical functional role

Yuichi Numata

Department of Cardiology, Yokosuka General Hospital Uwamachi, Kanagawa, Japan

Summary

Objective : To observe the impacts of various outpatient influences on inpatient unit price and earnings.
Subjects and Methods : Medical profession indexes of Yokosuka General Hospital Uwamachi were observed from July 2002
to November 2006. In simple regression analysis, the dependent variables were inpatient unit price and inpatient earnings,
and independent variables were the number of total, first medical examination, brought by ambulance, referral, new and
return outpatients per physician.
Results : The strength of the relationship between the number of various patient types per physician and inpatient unit
price was in the following order : ambulance > referral > new > first medical examination patients per physician. However,
inpatient unit price and number of return patients were negatively correlated, and neither inpatient unit price nor total
number of outpatients per physician was correlated. The strength of the relationship between numbers of various patients
per physician and inpatient earnings was in the following order : referral > ambulance > new > first medical examination >
number of return patients per physician. However, inpatient unit price and number of return patients per physician tended
to be negatively correlated, and neither inpatient unit price nor total number of outpatients per physician was correlated. In
multiple regression analysis, inpatient unit price showed a significant positive correlation with the number of ambulances
per physician and negatively with the number of return patients per physician, and inpatient earnings showed a significant
positive correlation with the number of referrals per physician and ambulances per physician.
Conclusion : The number of referred patients and the number of ambulances per physician correlated strongly with inpatient
unit price and earnings, and the number of return patients showed a negative effect on inpatient unit price and earnings.
Moreover, the total number of outpatients per physician was unrelated to inpatient unit price and earnings. It is rational to
obey the medical functional role to raise inpatient unit price and earnings.

(Key words : medical functional role : inpatient unit price : inpatient earnings : cooperation between hospitals and clinics :
specialization to hospital job)
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