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Abstract

Objective : We have taught medical ethics to first-year students using the World Café, but recently made changes including
altering the theme of assignments and using Moodle (Learning Management System). The objective of this study was to
examine the implementation and assessment of the new teaching style.
Methods : After each class, a short report of about 200 words was assigned to promote reflection about issues discussed in
the World Café. Starting with the second term, we used Moodle to manage assignments and allow interchange regarding
written reports. Questionnaires were given to students to obtain their opinions about the new teaching style.
Results : Based on the questionnaires, students suggested that the style of the World Café could be improved by ordering the
seat arrangement or changing the number of persons in each group. Some students replied to comments from teachers and
continued to discuss the theme on Moodle. However, no comments on Moodle were made between students.
Conclusion : A blended learning style for medical ethics education using the World Café and Moodle has been started. World
Café was used for stimulating discussion among students. Moodle was used not only for handing in assignments, but also
for setting up a system to comment on each other's reports. Constructive discussion was not held between students using
Moodle, but was held to some extent between students and teachers. To improve the effectiveness of this class, we have to
devise a more efficient class style and theme for the assignments.
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