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Resection of right atrial myxoma with extracorporeal
circulation in a breast cancer patient with
systemic metastases: a case report

Toshihide Komatsubara * ', Yasuhito Sakano * #, Hiroaki Konishi * *, Yoshio Misawa **
Abstract

A 64-year-old female was found to have a right atrial mass, 4 X 3 cm in diameter, and multiple small
nodular lesions in bilateral lung fields on CT scan 8 years after a left mastectomy for breast cancer. The
bone scintigram revealed a hot spot at the 2" rib on the left. Therefore, this patient was diagnosed as
having advanced staged breast cancer with lung and bone metastases, concomitant with a right atrial
tumor. The differential diagnosis of the right atrial tumor included myxoma, other primary cardiac tumor,
and metastasis of breast cancer. Although she had metastatic lesions, resection was performed with
extracorporeal circulation because the patient was in good general condition and was expected to survive
for several years. The resected tumor was found to be a myxoma. The literature was reviewed to identify

the indications for open heart surgery in patients suffering from cancer.
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