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Current state of relationships between hospitals with renal specialists
and clinics regarding chronic kidney disease practice in Japan

Akira Onishi, Kazuhiko Kotani

Division of Community Medicine, Center for Community Medicine, Jichi Medical University, 3311-1 Yakushiji, Shimotsuke-
shi, Tochigi, 329-0498, Japan.

Abstract

Recently, the relationship between hospitals with renal specialists and clinics regarding chronic kidney disease practice has
been given increased attention. Here, we describe the current state of this relationship in Japan. From the view of community
care, the maldistribution of renal specialists in communities may be associated with the state of the relationship. In this
study, we introduced several community models of experience. We found that the relationship between hospitals with renal
specialists and clinics can be promoted by the application of internet and communication technology. Further studies are
needed.
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