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Lung cancer incidentally detected in resected specimen of
spontaneous pneumothorax in a young male

Yasuo Yoshinaga', Atushi Yoshida', Yumika Eshima’, Keita Mikasa', Kouichi Yoshiyama®, Yasuhide Koga®, Kenjirou
Fukuyo'

! Department of Surgery, lizuka City Hospital 633-1 Benbun lizuka-shi, Hukuoka-ken, 820-0088, Japan
? Department of Medicine, lizuka City Hospital
% Department of Respiratory Surgery, Kurume University School of Medicine

Abstract

A 19-year-old man was referred to our department with dyspnea. Neither bullae nor other abnormalities were shown
on computed tomography. Thoracoscopic surgery after thoracic drainage did not uncover any obvious causes of the
pneumothorax. We resected four sections of the lung that appeared abnormal, including a 5-mm red, slightly elevated
area of the apical portion. The spontaneous pneumothorax did not recur after surgery, and the patient was discharged on
postoperative day 5. Pathological examination revealed adenocarcinoma in situ in the resected specimen of the apical portion
of the lung. Cancer cells were not found in the excision stump or the resected margin. Primary lung adenocarcinoma was
diagnosed. The patient remained recurrence—free during seven months of follow-up.

(Key words : thoracoscopy, microadenocarcinoma, youth)
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