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Abstract

A 63-year-old woman presented to the hospital with a chief complaint of pain in the right breast; she had a 6-month history of
a breast tumor. A skin ulcer and the tumor were exposed on the upper outer quadrant of the right breast. Contrast-enhanced
computed tomography showed axillary lymph node metastasis, multiple pancreatic tumors, multiple bone metastases,
pleural dissemination, and pleural effusion. A biopsy of the exposed tumor showed invasive ductal carcinoma positive for
hormone receptors and negative for human epidermal growth factor receptor 2. As a treatment option for unresectable breast
cancer with suspected pancreatic metastases, pharmacotherapy or an endoscopic biopsy of the pancreatic tumors were
proposed. The patient agreed to pharmacotherapy, but not chemotherapy. Treatment was started with letrozole, abemaciclib,
denosumab, and opioids. The primary lesion decreased, and the pain disappeared in the subsequent six months, following
which opioid administration was discontinued. The pleural effusion almost disappeared. Marked shrinkage of the axillary
lymph node metastasis and pancreatic tumors was observed. Although it was necessary to differentiate the pancreatic tumors
from the primary lesion, the imaging findings and her clinical course were consistent with the findings of patients with
metastases of breast cancer to the pancreas.
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