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Abstract

The patient was a 70-year-old woman, who underwent regular follow-up at our institution for advanced breast cancer. Two
weeks prior, she developed right inguinal swelling, abdominal pain, vomiting, and abdominal distention. Two days prior,
drainage of pus was noted in the swollen inguinal region. Thereafter, her abdominal symptoms and nausea improved. She
was referred to our department after she had reported her symptoms during a routine visit for breast cancer. Computed
tomography showed a right femoral hernia incarceration without small intestinal dilation. She was diagnosed with femoral
hernia incarceration and small intestinal cutaneous fistula, and subsequently underwent emergency surgery. The small
intestine was fitted-into the femoral ring, and 2/3 of the circumference was perforated. After partial small intestine resection,
the femoral ring was closed, and debridement of the autotomy was performed. The patient was discharged from the hospital
after gradual improvement. Her recovery was gradual owing to her comorbid breast cancer. In cases of skin fistulas and
subcutaneous abscesses in the inguinal region in older women, the possibility of a Richter's type femoral hernia fistula should
be considered.

(Key words: enterocutaneous fistula, Richter hernia, femoral hernia)

Correspondence to: Yasuhiro Inoue, Department of Surgery, Haga Redcross Hospital, Nakago271, Moka city, Tochigi Prefecture 321-4308,
Japan. Tel: +81-285-82-2195 Fax: +81-285-84-3332 E-mail: 96007yi@jichi.ac.jp
Received: 21 September 2022, Accepted: 23 December 2022

100



