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“Doctor shortage spots™ in prefectures as a measure for securing
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Abstract

Securing doctors is an important issue for maintaining and satisfying the medical care needs of the community. So far, the
measure for rural areas without doctors has been taken in Japan. At the time of the 2018 revision of Japan's Medical Care
Act, each prefecture of Japan was required to formulate measures for securing doctors. The measures included a new
concept of trying to secure doctors by identifying local areas with few doctors, known as “doctor shortage spots” (DSSs), in
units smaller than secondary medical areas. In this paper, we introduced the concept of DSSs. Most DSSs were established
separately from rural areas without doctors and designated as locations where medical care should be newly allocated.
Prefectural governments are responsible for the provision of medical care, including distributions of doctors, in DSSs. We
should hereafter research the influence of DSSs on medical care needs in Japan.

(Key words: distribution of physicians, measures for securing doctors, rural medicine)
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