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Asymptomatic visceral artery aneurysms: A case report
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Abstract

Introduction : Visceral artery aneurysms are rare, but are more commonly found recently due to improved imaging
technology. Although most patients with visceral artery aneurysm are asymptomatic, these lesions should be treated
immediately and appropriately because of the risk of rupture. We cared for two patients with asymptomatic visceral artery
aneurysms, using surgical and radiological interventions.

Report of cases : The first patient is a 72-year-old woman who underwent repair of a 37mm proper hepatic artery
aneurysm. Hepatic artery flow was confirmed intraoperatively to come from the left gastric artery using Doppler ultrasound,
and we then ligated the proximal and distal sides of the aneurysm without reconstruction. The second patient is an 81-year-
old woman who underwent trans-catheter coil embolization of a 20mm gastroduodenal artery aneurysm which was increasing
in size.

Conclusions : Visceral artery aneurysms should be evaluated regarding the location, size, shape, and degree of
atherosclerosis. The appropriate therapy, using a surgical or radiological approach, is decided based on these evaluations.
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