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Japan from results of a questionnaire to surgeons who graduated
from Jichi Medical University

Joji Watanabe', Masahide Ikeguchi', Hirokazu Kiyozaki*

'Department of Surgical Oncology, Tottori University Hospital, Tottori, Japan
“Department of Surgery, Jichi Medical University Saitama Medical Center, Saitama, Japan

Abstract

Surgeons are decreasing in number and have been converging in urban areas of Japan. However, the present situation of
regional surgical medical care and regional differences in career development for surgeons remains unclear. We therefore
conducted a survey by sending a questionnaire to surgeons and gastroenterological surgeons who graduated from Jichi
Medical University. More surgeons were located in east Japan than in the west. Most surgeons had the opportunity to
undergo surgical training during duty periods, and the rate of surgeons who passed qualifying examinations for surgical
specialization was about 92%. About 42% of surgeons had obtained a doctorate in medicine. Many doctors who had obtained
doctorates in medicine were in the Kanto, Chubu, or Kansai area. Furthermore, surgeons who worked in small hospitals
frequently participated in night duty, anesthesia, and treating diseases related to other divisions of medicine. A medical
service system that appropriately considers the present medical resources in each area is clearly needed, and drastic
measures may be required to cope with the shortage of doctors and uneven regional distribution of doctors and particular
departments of medicine.
(Keywords : regional medicine, decreasing number of surgeons, surgical career)
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