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A patient with intrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma who responded to
transcatheter arterial chemoembolization after portal vein ligation
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Abstract

A 55-year-old woman with chronic hepatitis C presented with epigastric pain. Abdominal computed tomography showed
an intrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma (ICC) in the right lobe of the liver. A right trisegmentectomy was planned, but,
intraoperatively, it was found that the tumor extended to the left hilar plate. The operation was then limited to right portal
vein ligation due to the advanced stage. Transcatheter arterial infusion (TAI) therapy was then administered. After three
sessions of TAI, the lesion progressed to the right diaphragm. A curative resection of the tumor was deemed impossible.
The treatment was changed from TAI to transcatheter arterial chemoembolization (TACE). After the first TACE treatment,
serum tumor markers decreased. The patient underwent seven sessions of TACE and died 50 months after diagnosis. This
patient had a good response to TACE after portal vein ligation.
(Key words : intrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma, portal vein ligation, transcatheter arterial chemoembolization)
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